. 2° The order of entrance into the milking-parlour was constant, but the access to the waiting-pen was more variable ( Table 2 , fig. 2 ).
The factorial analysis of correspondences ( fig. 3 ) between the order of entrance of the animals and 22 parameters allowed to characterize the cows ( Table i ) and showed that: 1° A group of high yielding cows exhibited the most stable order of entrance and the lowest heart frequency. The correlation coefficient between maximum production in 1 st lactation and heart frequency was -o.gi.
2 0 A group of high yielding cows entered first the milking parlour (and inversely). 3° There was no relationship between the hematocrit value and the order of entrance into the milking parlour.
4 0 The order of entrance was not related either to the age or to the weight of the animals. 5° The age and weight affected the hierarchical rank since dominant cows are oftenthe oldest, the heaviest and the most ancient in the herd (and inversely).
6° The order of entrance into the milking parlour did not seem to depend on the hierarchical order, but some dominant cows might use their « superiority » to settle some quarrels to their advantage and thus gain a few places.
A study complementary to the analysis of correspondences showed that the cows arriving first in the milking parlour were also those exhibiting the most frequently the milk ejection reflex when entering the parlour and especially when receiving the feed at the milking unit (the correlation between these 2 stimuli of milk ejection and the entrance order were -0 . 47 and 0 .8 0 , respectively; ( Références bibliographiques
